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1984-1985 Mareh 8-10 June 19-28
Women and the City The Future of Feminism Creating Choices through Feminist

A celebration of the tenth anniversary of
women’s studies at the University of
Cincinnati. Lectures, panels and other
events will focus on women's relationship
to the urban environment. Selected
papers and works from the series will
appear in the Winter 1986 issue of Urban
Resources: to submit material for this
issue, or for more information about the
series:

Contact: Dr. Lynette Carpenter, Centre
for Women’s Studies, University of
Cincinnati, Cincinnati OH 45221-0164,
USA

February 21-24

Who’s in Control? Women and
Reproductive Technology

National Association of Women and the
Law, in Ottawa.

Contact: Nancy Hill, 420 Gloucester,
#908, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7T7 (613)
995-7835

February 28-25

Women and the Invisible Economy

A conference on women’s unpaid labour,
at Concordia University, Montreal.

Contact: Suzanne Peters, Simone de
Beauvoir Institute, Concordia University,
1455 de Maisonneuve ouest, Montreal PQ
H3G 1M8 (514) 879-8521

February 25 - March 2

Women’s Week at Ryerson

Ryerson Polytechnical Institute’s fourth
annual women’s week in Toronto will
feature a variety of workshops and
luncheon and evening lecture series. The
week provides a forum for women to par-
ticipate in professional development pro-
grams, discuss career issues and develop
new interests.

Contact: Ryerson’s Continuing Education

Division, 850 Victoria St., Toronto, Ont.,
M5B 2K3

March 8-9
Family Law Reform
Conference in Ottawa, organized by the

Canadian Advisory Counc11 on the Status

of Women.

Contact: Famlly Law Reform, CACSW,
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R5 (613) 995-8284

Spring Issue Deadlines

March 29th for Events
February 28th for all other copy

National Conference on Feminist
Psychology, in New York City. Themes
include violence, single parents, working
women, elderly and disabled women.

Contact: Doris Howard PhD, 410 West
24th St., New York, NY 10011, USA

April 20-24

Changing Family Structure and its
Implications for Housing

A sub-theme of the American Planning
Association’s Spring Meetings in Mont-
real. Possible sessions on Community and
Neighbourhood Design and Women,
Zoning for Child Care, Suburban Develop-
ment Issues and Women, Accessory
Apartments.

Contact: Vicki Grant, APA, 1313 East
60th St, Chicago IL 60637, USA (312)
955-9100

April 21-24

Women in the City

Special session of the Association of
American Geographers’ meetings in
Detroit, organized by the Urban
Geography Specialty Group and the Com-
mittee on the Status of Women in
Geography.

Contact: Briavel Holcomb, Dept of Urban

Studies, Rutgers University, New
Brunswick NJ 08903, USA

June 8-7

International Conference on Housing,
in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, organ-
ized by the Ad Hoc Committee on Housing
and the Built Environment of the
American Sociological Sociéty. Abstracts
are invited for a special session on
women’s housing and neighbourhood
needs.

Contact: Willem van Vliet, College of
Human Development, Pennsylvania State
University, S-126 Henderson Building,
University Park PA 16802, USA (814)
868-4222; or: Beth Huttman, Dept of
Sociology, California State University,
Hayward CA 94542, USA (415) 881-3187

June 1 0-1 8 : ‘
Environmental Change/Soclal Change
Theme of the 1985 Environmental Design
Research Associates Conference in New
York. i _

Contact: Madeline Gross, EDRA 1985,
Environmental Psychology Program,
CUNY Graduate School, 33 W.42nd St.,
New York NY 10036, USA (212) 790-4553

Education

National Women’s Studies Association
Conference in Seattle.

Contact: Sydney Kaplan, Director,
Women’s Studies Program GN-45, Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle WA 98195,
USA

July 8-17

Forum ’85: A World Meeting for Women
Themes of the NGO meeting in Nairobi,
Kenya are Equality, Development and
Peace: focus will be on progress for
women in employment, health and educa-
tion with special emphasis on rural
women.

Further information from NGO Planning
Committee, 777 UN Plaza, 11th floor,
New York NY 10017, USA.

In Canada, delegate selection is co-
ordinated by the Women'’s Program of the
Dept of the Secretary of State, Ottawa,
Ont. K1A 0M5

July 15-26

World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the UN
Decade for Women, Nairobi, Kenya.
Open only to official government
delegates and observers.

¢

August 14-17
Women and the City: the Canadian
Experience

Special day-long session-of the Canadian
Urban Studies Conference in Winnipeg.
Subjects include the impact of changing
residential patterns on women, theoretical
approaches to women and environments,
women as urban actors, transportation
and women, and a discussion of future
directions in research on women and the
city. Session organizers are Beth Moore-
Milroy (City of Ottawa) and Caroline
Andrew (Dept of Political Science,

. Université d’Ottawa).

For conference information: Institute of
Urban Studies, University of Winnipeg, .
515 Portage Ave., Winnipeg Manitoba
R3E 2E9

August 23-26

The Production of the Built
Environment

A session of the meetings of the Soclety
for the Study of Social Problems,
Washington DC. Papers are invited: POS- ;;
sible themes include behaviour-based 3
designs, construction processes and the 3
relationship between the built and natuz il
environment.

Contact: Beth Huttman or Willem van §
Vliet (see June 3-7 entry for addresses,




-A WORd from us

ur first word is one of appreciation
to all those readers who have sent sus-
taining donations to the magazine. It is
enormously encouraging to receive this sort
of support, and to realize how much Women
and Environments means to so many of its
readers. We were particularly touched to
receive smaller donations (‘A few bucks to
belp out; sorry it can’t be more,” as one
generous soul put it) from several sub-
scribers who indicated income levels that
are distressingly low. To all our supporters,
thank you: you have really helped us.
Thanks also to all of you who returned the
reader survey. The forms continue to trickle

in, so if yours is still lying around

somewhere there is still time to complete it
and send it in. We will be reporting fully on
the survey in the Spring issue, but mean-
while we are happy to say that your over-
whelming response is that you like Women
and Enmronments as it is — or maybe the
readers who don’t are the ones who haven’t
mailed back the survey!

There were certainly some criticisms,

particularly that some areas are over-
. emphasized (housing for single parents, for
instance; but you'll have to bear with us on
that one — we haven’t finished with it yet!)
or are not covered sufficiently or even not at
.all. We appreciate the many suggestions for
further topics and are following up where
possible to bring you more variety.
Several readers asked us to explore
further the ways in which women actually
differ from men in their environmental
perceptions and attitudes. In this issue we
are able to respond with an article by Anne
Chapman, who looks at the differences in
the way that women and men relate to
space, und at the kinds of social buttressing
of those differences, reinforcements which
continue to ‘‘keep women in their place”.
Chapman poses a challenge to planners,
“whether deliberately to provide small
* spaces for women, since they appear to be
-more comfortable and productive in them;
or deliberately to try for larger spaces, since
conlinued keeping to the small may be
feeding into women’s subordinate status.”
The theme of difference is :further
developed by Ursula Franklin, who provides
a perapeclive on the differences between the
values of the technological order and the
non-hierarchical- values of the women’s
world. '

ROSE ZGODZINSKI

We still need your help

One reader commented, *“I like Women and
Ewnvironments because it pulls everything
together for me.” To continue to do that we
need your help. Tell us what you're doing —
academic research or community practice —
that is involved with the environments of
women. What new policies and programs
are coming forward; what women are doing

taken; what is happening in the environ-
ments of rural women and women in the
third world. Send us news of your profes-
sional or community organizations, and of
conferences and new publications that we
should know about. Our next deadline is
coming up quickly, so put something in the
mail while it’s still on your mind.

And our final word: may 1985 be a year of

on a small local scale to help themselves;

progress for all of us!
what kinds of municipal initiatives are being :
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BARBARA SANFORD

Women
in Architecture

WOMEN’S ARCHITECTURE LEAGUE,
TORONTO: Most organizations have at
least a description of themselves when they
form, if not a completely clear goal in mind.
But it has not been so with the WAL, Not all
our members are even architects; we have

as well a contractor, a carpenter, an artist,

several students and some women who are
just interested in architecture.

In spite of these loose ends, we are legally
incorporated, and these are the goals we
described on the documents: to sponsor or
conduct educational activities in architee-

ture; to provide a forum for discussion of ar-

chitecture, of women in the profession and
women in society; to co-operate with other
organizations with similar interests and
goals.

Membership in WAL hovers around the
50 mark, the majority being under the age
of 35 and still apprenticing. From the point
of view of all our individual needs, we are
trying to keep the group as a loose and ac-
commodating one; this need has to be recon-
ciled, however, with the legal requirements
of incorporation in Ontario, which call for a

more formal structure. We are satisfying

bureaucratic requirements. by having
nominal officers; the actual roles of chair
and secretary rotate through the alphabet
on a monthly basis, so that all members have
a chance to run things, a system which has
helped to keep most people involved in the
working of the organization. Most of our
minor decision-making is done in smaller
groups or committees which for the most
part are also non-heirarchical. Committees
must report back to the general assembly
where votes are taken on contentious issues.

‘While future directions for the group are
still under discussion, WAL appears to have
taken on a life of its own which is apparent
in the growth within each individual of a

socio-political, especially feminist,
consciousness. o

In the summer of 1983 WAL sponsored
and organized a public competition for a
Women'’s Cultural Building (WCB); entries
were exhibited at ARC Gallery in Toronto
during the fall, and a public discussion held
on the feminist aesthetic in architecture. A
report by Ruth Cawker on the WCB ap-
peared in Vol. 6(1) 1983/4 of Section a, an in-
dependent Canadian architecture review;
Fuse carried an article in February 1984 en-
titled “Designing Dissent”’, on the League
and the WCB competition. WAL is still in
the process of compiling a catalogue on the
competition. Last fall and winter also saw
illustrated presentations on matriarchal
cultures, and on the women’s building at the
1893 Columbia World Exposition.

For more information on WAL, contact
Bronwyn Fitzjames, 276A George St.,
Toronto M5A 2N8.

WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE AT MIT:
The group was formed in 1983 by students
in the Master of Architecture program, the
first in the US to accept women.

‘Women in Architecture wants to improve
the quality of education for women at MIT,
but is also considering the question of
whether women architects should merely be
assimilated into the existing profession, or
whether they bring a particular, different
contribution to architecture.

The group’s current priorities include the
establishment of a research and resource
centre; a national and eventually interna-

tional resource list of women in the field;.

fund-raising for tuition support; developing
a course to explore a theoretical analysis of
women’s creative work; sponsoring a credit
seminar series as well as public repesenta-
tions by female practitioners and
researchers. ,

‘Women in Architecture welcomes infor-
mation on similar groups, and on work being
done by feminist architects.

Contact: ‘Women in Architecture,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 77
Massachusetts Ave., Rm. 7-803, Cambridge
MA 02139, USA.

Women and Housing
in West Germany

Sylvia Novac was a member of the study
tour of non-profit housing in Sweden, Den-
mark and Germany, organized by the Co-
operative Housing Foundation of Canada in
September 1983. While she found that the
host organizations were not aware of any
special women and housing issues, and

~ failed to keep statistics based on sex of head

of household, she did receive two excellent
references in West Germany:

Margit Bonacker is conducting research on
immigrant women in West Germany who
live in older housing. She is also a member
of a newly formed work group of academics
who are interested in women’s housing
issues. '

Her address; Arbeitsbereich Stadtebaull, -
Technische Universitit H H, 2100 Hamburg
90. - «

Julia Zancker’s three-year old group con-
sists of 10 women, including architects and
planners, a landscape gardener and a
psychologist; they are negotiating with the

“owners of a large post-war housing estate,

and the government, over a proposal for
neighbourhood improvements. Approval
and funds are uncertain, given the group’s
fundamental condition — that the in-
habitants, particularly women, be par-
ticipants in the plannng process.

Julia’s address: Frauen planen um e.U. c/o
Margit Pedersen, Paulinenplatz 12, 2000
Hamburg 4. . .




Connecticut Women
in Planning
and Development

The inspiration to orgunize came during the
summer of 1082, While analyzing census
datn and state and federal housing . pro-
grams designed Lo asrlst low and moderate
income houscholds, 1 realized that the
primary beneficiaries of these programs
were women, and that there was indeed a
phenomanen ealled the feminization of

poverty, Women were living longer than

men and becoming poorer in the process;
fomale-headed households were increasing
in pumber and had lower incomes; and cen-
tral citios contained a coneentration of poor
and minority fomale-headed households.
To what extent did the professional
shelter providers and public officials
recognize this fact? Did feminists under-
- stand the rolationship of women and

housing? Thare appoared to me to be a lack -

of women in strategie decision-making posi-
tions in the flelds of housing, community
dovelopment and planning. Current housing
progruma - dfd not appear to remedy the
spocific heltor noeds of low and moderate
income Women, ]

1 shared my revelations with Edith
Notter, who practises land use law; we
" declded thal our state needed a professional
organization for. women in planning and
development, to form networks,-to help in
carcer development, and to look at issues
from u f@fﬂlﬂl!i;perﬁgecﬂve. Maybe then we
could deaign -and’ deliver programs that
would be responsive Lo women's noeds.

Our first slep wan Lo generate a list of
women in those professions; 60 women
cnmo Lo our firsl meeting In September
1082; 15 volunteared to holp. Our pecond
general meeting, in April 1088, ndopted by-
laws und et uﬁ; nominnting committee.
Finally, In Ootobar 1082 we elected officers.

Sponkers at our meetings have beon
Susnn Bugknell of the Connecticut Perma-

THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

nent Commission on the Status of Women;
Rosa De Lauro, assistant to Senator Dodd,
who spoke on federal legislation affecting
housing and banking; and Joan Sprague, on
housing and economic development pro-
grams for women, Qur March 1983 meeting
featured a panel of our own members, who
discussed the conflict between inner cities
and neighbourhoods over allocation of
resources for community development.

Our plans  include publication of a
membership directory; exploration of a
formal link with the American Planning
Association, and the examination of our
preparedness to advocate for planning and
development issues that affect women.

A majority of our members work in the

“public sector, but we plan to recruit from the

private and non-profit sectors; we also
welcome women who are not in paid
employment in planning and development,
but nevertheless have a stake in what is hap-
pening in those fields.

For more information, contact Ruth
Price, 79 Russet Drive, Guilford, Conn..
06437, USA. '

Ruth Price

News from
the Bay Area

The Bay Area of San Francisco has a long
tradition of feminism and political action; in
keeping with this tradition a growing
number of professional women belong to
organizations dedicated to sharing informa-
tion and experience gained from working in
‘the traditionally male-dominated environ-
mental professions, _

The professional groups include the
Association of Women Geologists, Bay Area
Women Planners, Organization of Women

- Architects, Organization of Women Land-

scapers, Society of Women Engineers and
Women’s Transportation Seminar. At least
price a year these groups meet under the

auspices of an umbrella organization called
the Bay Area Chapter of Women's En-
vironmental Networking (BAC-WEN).

Networking day for 1984 was held on
September 29 in Oakland, and featured an
impressive list of Bay Area women who
spoke on pioneer women in male-dominated
professions; investments; stress manage-
ment; running your own business; parenting
and career; political agenda, and sexuality in
the workplace.

For more information on BAC-WEN,
write c/o Cindy Bustamente, 2219 Marin -
Ave, Berkeley CA 94707, USA. '

Women in Housing
and Finance, Inc.

WHF was organized in 1981 as a means of

furthering the professional growth of - .

women in housing, finance and development
fields in the New York-New Jersey area,
and to enable them to share their knowledge
and experience. Members include répresen-
tatives from a cross-section of federal, state
and local government agencies, banking and
investment firms, private development cor-
porations, non-profit organizations and
academic institutions. Membership is open
to professionals who have been actively
engaged in their fields for at least two years;
they must be sponsored by two current
members. . :

As well as seminars and workshops, WHF
activities include a monthly luncheon
meeting with guest speakers. The organiza-
tion is now considering the expansion of its
goals to encourage the development and
building of affordable housing; a design
competition has been suggested.

WHF’s annual membership fee is $50:
non-members may be kept informed of
events, free, for three months. For more in-
formation, contact: Alice Baker, Secretary,
WHEF Inec., 15 West 72nd Street (37-G), New
York, NY 10023, USA..
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Space and Place:

Territorial Training
for Traditional (Gender Roles

By ANNE CHAPMAN

mong territorial animals, and that
Aincludes humans, the size of the
space or territory controlled is
related to status and dominance. Lack of
control over territory goes with low status;
and subordinates yield space to dominants,
who are freer to move into others’ territory.
It is documentable that marked and basic
differences in the way that women and men
related to space do exist. There is also con-
vincing evidence that these differences are
culturally strongly buttressed; and that the
social function of the buttressing has been,
and continues to be, quite literally to keep
women in their place. Not only, then, is the
part played by space in. women’s lives a

reflection of their subordination, but also a

cause of it. ‘

In western culture, the size and scope of
women's space, as well as their defence
against intrusion into the space they do
have, has been and continues-to be limited.
The broadest of limitations, psychological
but with practical underpinnings, is derived

from the ideology of the home as women'’s
sphere and their concomitant exclusion from
the public domain reserved for men. The dif-
ferential space allocation inherent in this
division is obvious. The ideology has been
expressed in concrete spatial terms in the
design of spaces in which people spend con-
siderable time. The genders’ differing ex-

Separate
 Spheres

periences in these serve as effective non-

verbal training: mechanisms for both the
behaviour and the self-image considered
culturally appropriate for each.

Evidence for the planning and design
restrictions on women’s space is particularly
rich from the 19th century, when the argu-

ment for separate spheres was especially
strong; but there is plenty to show that -

there has been no radical change in the 20th
century. ‘

In the sex-segretaged 19th century
British schools, classroom planners allowed
6 feet of space per boy but only 5 feet 4
inches per girl.! In upper-class homes, when
servants began to be housed in other than
dormitory situations, men servants were

housed in single rooms; women normally

two and occasionally four to a room.2 Inboth
British and French houseplans from about
1800 on, rooms were consistently set aside
for the man or men of the house on the
ground floor and with easy access to the
world outside. When women had special
rooms, they were upstairs or towards the in-
terior, well away both from the public parts
of the house and from the outdoors. This ar-
rangement shows up as a standard feature
not only in the houses built for the upper
claases,® but also in the placement of
bedrooms and toilets in the model design for
a farmer’s cottage with only three
bedrooms.*

6 Women and Environments




An analysis of 60 19th century houseplans
shows that they virtually all (68 in each case)
had both a drawing room (so emphatically
feminine o space that for a gentleman it was
“awkward’’ to be there) and a dining room
(the ““most overpoweringly masculine room
in the house."") However, four times as many
had an additional private masculine space
than a feminine one. FPorty-one of the plans
had rooma labelled "Mr. X's room”’, “own
room’’, ‘“‘gentleman’s room", ‘‘business
room”, or "study” (the latter being des-
cribed us ""owner's private retreat”). Only
eleven had the equlvalent for women: a
room labelied '"Mrs. X's"' (in one case next
to the mald’s quarters), or *'boudoir”.s
The 18th cantury gentelman’s house had

as “the most ususl kind of Bedroom . . . one:

for a married couple with a dressing room
attachod for Lhe gentleman”, the lady
making do with drosging in the bedroom.*
Evidence from the second half of the 19th
century shows thu same arrangement held
truo, ul leust for the middle classes, in the
United Stlales.’

In the 20th eentury, research in the 1930s
and again in 1972 showed that American
mothers were less likely than fathers to
have o room of thelr own in the house.?
During approximately the same period, a
numbaer of women nuthors spoke about the
importance of such personal space, and how
mmlly woman had it; among others, Virginia
Wooll o A Room of Her Own”’, Katherine
Anne Porter in *‘Rope”, and Doris Lessing
in *“L'o Room 19", In-the workplace during
- the second half of Lhis century, whore about

halfl the adult famale population now spends

" COUNTRY BQUIRE'S HOME, ENGLAND,
IN 19TH CENTURY

(Kitehen in basement; servants’ rooms in attic)

EARL

as much or more awake time than in the
home, women are much less likely than men
to have private offices, washrooms or
elevators. They have less access to alter-
native spaces such as company cars, boats,
airplanes; and are more likely to occupy
windowless offices, without symbolic access
at least to the outdoors. The immediate
reason for this is, of course, less their
gender than their powerlessness. But the
two are connected; and both are connected

Body
Space

to the space occupied, which both expresses
and perpetuates the powerlessness.

A narrower but psychologically probably
even more significant cultural restriction on
women’s space concerns their bodies
themselves. In a cross-cultural study of body
postures, it was found that ‘‘the most fre-

.quent postures used exclusively by women

areé those that take up the least amount of
space.” A study of over 5,000 photos taken
in Germany of male and female body
postures, as well as studies of advertise-
ments and sculpture, similarly show that the
woman makes herself small and narrow and
takes up little space. Men, except those
“gocially weak’ whose. postures resemble
females’, do just the opposite.® The crossed
arms and legs, the hands folded in lap, could
of course be interpreted as sexual modesty.
But it is unlikely to be a coincidence that
these very postures happen to represent the

DRAWING
ROOM

LIBRARY.

CHAMBER I ppessiNG
ROOM

minimum claims to space; and that it is
those bodily positons that are expansive that
are, for women, culturally discouraged.

Athleties, which involves the movement of
the body through space and, when institu-
tionalized through competing teams, often
involves travel, has been strongly encour-
aged culturally for men and not for women.
There are still fewer women than men who
participate in organized athletics from their
schooldays on.

Women are not only trained to range over
and occupy less space than men; they also
control smaller zones of personal space
around themselves than do men. In New
York elevators, for instance, when there are
only men in the car the minimum space
taken up by an individual is 1.5 square feet;
in women-only cars, it is 1.0 square foot.'
People will stand and sit closer to women
than to men, and will approach nearer to
them before stopping. In an outdoor setting,
women tend to claim smaller territories
than men. Women also have less control
over those spaces that they do occupy. In
the case of personal space, uninvited and
non-reciprocal touching is one way that a
person’s control over their own space is
violated by being intruded upon. A number
of studies show that social supegiors initiate
touching of inferiors far more often than the
other way around, and that women are far
more frequently touchees than touchers."

Domestic space shows the same pattern.
In 19th century England, men were
welcomed as visitors in the ladies’ boudoirs,
but women were excluded from the ex-
clusively male domain of the smoking and

BED -
CHAMBER

BED
HAMBER

Fifst Floor (upstairs)

Adapted from George Richardson,
The New Vitruvius Brilannicus,
London, 1002




BARBARA SANFORD

billiard rooms. It is symptomatic that in
Queen Victoria's country house, every room
had the entwined initials V & A (for Victoria
and her husband Albert) engraved above the
doorway — except the smoking and billiard

‘ rooms, which had only A.12 Today, the

kitchen, often defined as the woman’s space

in the home, is freely intruded upon by all

members of the family; the den, office, study
or workroom, her husband’s domain, are far
less subject to others’ use. There is some
evidence however that women do consider
the kitchen ‘“their” territory. Domestic
crimes of violence in the US are most likely
to take place in either the kitchen or the
bedroom;. and, in the kitchen, it is the

women who are more likely to be the ag-'

gressors — as are men in the bedroom,
which has some male space connotations in

Anne Chapman s Academic Dean at
Western Reserve Academy in Hudson, Ohio
and, Visiting Scholar at the Ontario Insitute
for Studies in Education, Women’s Research
Centre, for 1984-85.

the description ‘“master bedroom’ .13

‘When challenged, women are less secure
in their claim to a territory than are men,
and are more likely to yield up their space
and retreat. This is shown in a number of
studies,’* some of which involved sitting
down next to male and female subjects
seated alone at a multi-seat library table;
others involved proximity in outdoor, street
settings.

‘Women seem to have adapted remarkably
to the spatial limitations culturally imposed
on them. Studies consistently show that
women like small spaces and work well in
them; while the opposite is true of men.
Several experiments, in which the variable
was the size of the room, found women more
positive about the small room and more co-
operative in it. They rated their work with
others as more enJoyable, and themselves as

less aggressive in the small room; their

self-image was better and, by objective
measurements, they worked more effec-
tively there. In all these cases men both
preferred, and operated better in, the large

Women Like
Small Spaces

room. In another series of experiments,
girls were more co-operative in a small, boys
in a large room.1$

An even more striking illustration of
women’s internalization of society’s
discriminatory space allocation patterns
comes from the evidence of therapists. Ina
recent survey of the research available on
agoraphobia, the fear of wide open spaces,
it was found that in England and the US 84
percent of the sufferers were women. An
English study of 1970, which involved a
sample of over 500 agoraphobics, found that
91 percent were women. Of these, 78 per-
cent were full-time housewives, 12 percent
housewives with part-time jobs, and 10 per-
cent worked full-time away from home.!¢
Puerto Rican women in New York, when
coming to the attention of Anglo social
agencies, are often defined as psychotic or
schizoid, and are hospitalized — when in fact
they have merely panicked as a result of
their training in a culture that frowns on
women going out in public alone, followed
by their migration to New York, marriage
and moving away from their own
neighbourhood, with a reésultant total
reliance on their husband to deal with the
outside world on their behalf. When he dies
or leaves, the woman is psychologically in-
capable of operating outside her home by
herself.1?

Given the part played by the deferentlal
allocation of space in the maintenance of

_ traditional gender arrangements, what can,

or should, be done by those who want
change? Becoming aware of the political
aspects of space at home, at work and out-
doors is the first step. Choosing whether to
run counter to the cultural assumptions and
regulations about women and space is the
next. This is not easy, because the choice to
do so carries penalties. A woman who
refuses to adopt restricted body postures, to
accept uninvited and unwanted touch, to get
out of men’s way when walking down the
street or move at the beach if a man sits
down too close, to assume automatically
that a spare room in the house will be her
husband’s and the smaller of any two offices
hers, can expect repercussions ranging from
unpleasant comments to loss of relation-
ships and jobs,

Those in planning positions also have
some hard choices to make, such as deciding
whether deliberately to provide small spaces
for women, since they appear to be more
comfortuble and productive in them; or
deliberately to try for larger spaces, since
continued keeping to the small may be
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feeding into women's subordinate status.
Whatever the decisions, however, being
conscious that there are choices to be made
and having some idea about their possible
consequences can only be a step in the right
direction. O
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Bend down to pick up
an object from the floor.
Each time you bend

Exercises for Men
Reprinted from The Radical Therapist 1(5) 1971

Run a short distance,

'

)

‘Walk around with your

Sit down-in a straight
chair. Cross your legs at
the ankles and keep your.
knees pressed logether.
Try to do this while you're
having a conversation with
someone, but pay
attention at all times to
keeping your knees
pressed tightly together.

remember to bend your

- knees so that your rear

end doesn't stick up, and
place one hand on your

shirtfront to hold it to your-

chest. This exercise
simulates the experience
of a woman in a short,
low-necked dress
bending over.-

keeping your knees
together. You'll. find you
have to take short, high
steps if you run this way.
Women have been taught

it is.unfeminine to run like

a man with long, free

- strides. See how far you

get running this way for

. 30 seconds.

Sit comfortably on the

- floor. Imagine that you

are weaing a dress and
that everyone in the room
wants to see your
underwear. Arrange your
legs so that no one can
see. Sit like this for a long
time without changlng
your position.

stomach pulied in tight,
your shoulders thrown
back, and your chest
thrust out. Pay attention
to keeping this posture at
all times. Notice how it
changes your breathing.
Try to speak loudly and
aggresively in this
posture.
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‘ ‘ hether we like it or not, we
live in a technological society,
a society which is moulded and
operated according to technological. prin-
ciples and practices. It seems to me
imperative that we, as feminists, try to con-
cern ourselves with the structure and nature
of technology in order to see how the values
and goals of a technological society might
advance or delay the goals of the feminist
world that women aspire to create.” This is
the opening paragraph of a paper which pro-
ceeds to compare the major characteristics
of a modern technological society and its in-
stitutions with the essential features of a
feminist view of the future social order — a
comparison which shows clearly many areas
of profound incompatibility.

The paper was presented by Ursula
Franklin at the 1983 conference of the
Canadian Research Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Women (CRIAW). It was a
response to her concern with the fate both
of her women students — what happens to

‘them in school — and also ‘‘the feminist

hopes and expectations that accompany the
entry into the labour force of larger
numbers of scientifically well-trained and
high tech-literate women.” She worries
about how we will cope in a world whose
technological orientation, to date at least,
continues and extends the traditional white
male hierarchical power structure.
Though a systematic feminist viewpoint
on the historical meaning of technology is
still to come, Professor Franklin lays the
groundwork by identifying a number of
values in the technological order and con-
trasts them with values in the women'’s
world. She suggests that feminists’ commit-
ment to the values of a non-hierarchical
society might well provide the vantage point

The complete paper by Ursula M. Franklin
has been published by the Canadian Research
Institute for the Advancement of Women
(CRIAW). in Knowledge Reconsidered: A
Feminist Overview.!

Because we at Women and Environments
feel that the issues raised are of such wide
concern, we are publishing an expanded
“abstract” of the paper, together with a
guide to related readings prepared by
Ursula Franklin.

The abstract was prepared by Miriom
Wyman. : .

Il Women Change Technology or
ll Technology Change Women?

and value base outside the system which is
necessary to arrive at a critical analysis.

Such a perspective would alert us-to such"

subtleties as language (the technological
order speaks of ““systems”’; women speak of
‘“webs’’), and the exclusionary function of
techniques.

In her examination of values in the

technological order versus values in the
women’s world, she describes the funda-
mentally anti-people assumptions of modern
technology, the fragmentation of work, the

_ reductionist nature of technical problem

solving, and the competitive drive as a
motive of innovation. These all seem to be
embedded in the character of technology
itself. Women’s values (like “copability”
rather  than productivity, minimizing
disaster rather than maximizing gain) have

not yet found their place in the technological
order. )

She uses the analogy of immigration, in
terms of the influence of the dominant soci-

‘ety on the new immigrants, to help under-

stand the reactions (or lack’of reaction) of
female engineering students to their tradi-

" tionally male student newspaper, a “filthy,

sexist and racist rag”: “It was painful for

- me to see how most, though not all of them,

were trying so hard to become part of tha
‘tribe’ that they were losing their own iden-
tities, their common sense and their judy:
ment.” To resist the melting-pot pressure of
the technological system, we must collec-
tively understand and articulate the basic
areas of incompatibility of feminism anl

. traditional modern technology.

This is possible (though difficult), Pro-
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fessor Franklin asserts, through seeing the
work ahead as two interrelated tasks: the
need for community and the need for clar-
ity. She emphasizes the need for feminist
research — research which chooses and
defines problems from a feminist perspec-
tive — and adequate funding for it; she
stresses the need for research methods
which “get away from the fascination with
numbers and the over-emphasis on quan-
tifiable variables,” And she then suggests
themes for such research — first and
foremost ‘‘the need for {feminist critique of
modern technology, aimed at a deep and
thorough knowledge of the nature of
technology and a real understanding of the
criterin  for structurally different
technologies.” :

Rejection of technology and the benefits
that flow from it is not her aim: “I am not
speaking about no technology but I am
speaking about potentially different
technologies. Just as those who reject
unhealthy food are not in favour of starva-
tion but looking for a new diet, I am looking
for technologies with a different voice and
structure.”

. No abstract can do justice to the profound
concern conveyed in this paper. We hope
this spurs you to seek it out in its entirety,
to dip-into the vast and varied literature on
the subject, and to consider your own
respnses to the current technological order.

1. Available from CRIAW, Suite 408, 151 Slater
St., Ottawn, Ontario K1P 6H3. $10.95 for
CRIAW members, $11.95 for non-members.

_ 'The paper is ulso to be published separately in
both French and English in The CRIAW Papers
serivs,

Ursula Franklin:
For Peace

and

Social Justice

of the University of Toronto’s Depart-
ment of Metallurgy and Materials
Science, where she still teaches.

Her interests include research policy,
the appropriate use of science and
technology, and women in science. A
Quaker, Franklin has long been active in
movements that promote peace, inter-

women.

She co-chaired the Science Council of
Canada’'s committee on the implications
of a conserver society, and has lectured
frequently on the history and social im-
pact of technology, as well as on social
issues.

Both her academic work and her social
contribution have been widely recogni-
zed; in 1981 she received the City of
Toronto’s: Award of Merit for her con-
tributions to the quality of life in the City,
through her work on neighbourhood

Ursula Franklin came to Toronto from
Berlin in 1949. She spent 15 years at the |
Ontario Research Foundation before
becoming the first woman on the faculty :

national understanding and equality of -

planning. In 1982 she was made an
officer of the Order of Canada, and
several Canadian universities have
awarded her honorary degrees. -

In 1984 she became the first woman to
be made University Professor at Toron-
to, and most recently received CRIAW’s
Muriel Duckworth award for important
contributions to the advancement of
women: in Ursula Franklin’s case, her
research in the field of social justice,
including peace.

STEVE BEHAL

RELATED READINGS
‘A guide compiled by
Ursula Franklin

The field of study related to this paper in-
volves regearch from arens dealing with the
nature and social Impact of technology, from
works in the general field of women's study
and from particulor Investigntions and con-
ferences on the impaet of new technology,
especially computers and microclectronics,
on woman. i

Because of the lurge number of books and
papers in this field T have given preforence
to thoughtful ﬂnLhI)lO%ias and Lo review
papers, all of which in turn have well
- documented and referenced litoraturo,

In the. wornen's studlea field there is
presently a frultful ressarch thruat into the
history of women In.salence-and technology,
a hitherto unthought-of wealth

unearthi

of women's contribution, Thie work, though

influencing my own thmkmg greatly, cannot
be adequately referenced here.

Works Mainly Related fo the Nature
and Impact of Technology ,

Jack D. Douglas, ed., F'reedom and Tyran-
. ny: Social Programs in a Technological
. -Soctety, New York: Alfred Knopf, 1970.
This anthology includes some of the in-
-fluential papers by Ellul, Feuer,
Galbraith, Boorstin, Taviss and others.
Phillip L. Bereano, ed., Technology as a
Social and Political Phenomenon, New
“York: Wiley, 1976. Again a very valuable
and well organized anthology giving both
fundamental -background and various
views on the social impact of technology
stressing the political implications. .
Hazel - Henderson, Creating Alternative
Futures, New York: Berkeley Publishing,
1978. A collection of her essays, all taking
a feminist and ecological perspective. Of
particular interest is Ch. 18, “Awakening
from the technological trance’.
““Modern Technology: Problem or Oppor-

tunity’’, Daedalus (Journal of the
American Academy of Arts and Science),
Winter 1980. A reasonably represen-
tative, mainly North American, standard
view of modern technology.

Jacques Ellul, Le Systéme technicien, Paris:
Calmann-Levy, 1977. Published in
translation as The Technological System,
New York: Continuum, 1980. -

W.H. Vanderburg, ed., Perspectives on Our
Age, Jacques Ellul Speaks On His Work
and Life, Toronto: CBC Merchandising,
1981, This is, in my opinion, the best and
easiest way to be introduced to the work

. of Jacques ‘Ellul, whose book on the
technological system is not easy reading
and should not be attempted without
reading the Perspectives first. The book is
essentially the transeript of five one-hour
interviews conducted by W.H. Vander-
burg for CBC Ideas. ,

George McRobie, Small is Possible, London:
Sphere Books, 1981. A report-on the
practical work of the appropriate
technology group. It begins with the last

T
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speech of E.G. Schumacher ““On
technology for a democratic society””.

logy”’, Democracy, Spring, Summer, Fall,
1983. This three-part paper subtitled “In
Defense of Luddism’’, shows the impor-
tant difference between work-related and
control-related technology and throws
new light on the workers’ rebellions dur-
ing the Industrial Revolution. Noble car-
ries his argument forward to the social
impact of present day technology and the
movements toward control of the
workplace.

David F. Noble, Forces of Production, New
York: Alfred K.nopf, 1984, A most impor-

~ tant book which examines the social

history of industrial automation from a
pacifist viewpoint.

Arnold Pacey, The Culture of Technology,
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1983.

Selected Contributions from Women’s
Study Scholarship

Jessie Barnard, The Female World, London:
The Free Press, Collier MacMillan, 1981.
The best distillate of the lifetime work of
Jessie Barnard and particularly valuable
for the discussion of “fault lines” in the
women’s world, i.e. those areas where
class, race, colour and/or religion tend to
put tension into the issues of common
concern to women.

Martha M. Trescott, ed., Dynamos and
Virgins Revisited: Women and Techno-
logical Change in History. Metuchen,
N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1979. An example
of the important new work that is going
on, showing the varied and significant
contributions of women through the
history of technology and crafts.

Dorothy G. MacGuigan, ed., Women’s Lives:
New Theory Research and Policy, Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press,

. 1980.
Sally L. Hacker, ‘“The Automated and the
. Automaters: Human and Social Cost of
Automation”, in proceedings of the Inter-
national Federation of Automatic Con-
trol, Conference on System Approach for
Development, Rabat, Morocco, 1980. New
York: Pergamon, 1981.

“Women in Futures Research,” special
issue of Women’s Studies International
Quarterly 4(1) 1981. This whole issue is a
treasure house of important papers. Par-
ticular attention should be paid to: Anne

. Fausto-Sterling, “Women and Science”,
pp. 41-50, which presents an excellent
review of the history of women in science,
and also comments on the structure of
science itself. Joan A. Rothschild, “A
Feminist Perspective on Technology and
the Future”, pp. 65-74. An excellent

Dav1d F. Noble, ‘“Present Tense Techno-.

paper, thoroughly referenced, that seems
to be a fine beginning for a-complete
feminist critique of technology itself.
Sally L. Hacker, ‘“The Culture of
Engineering”, pp. 341-354. One of the
very rare analyses of the work of
engineering from the feminist point of
view.
“Women, Technology and Innovation”,
special issue of Women's Studies Inter-
national Quarterly 44) 1981, again full of
useful and novel research.
Judith A. McGaw, 1982, “Women and the
_History of American Technology”. Signs,

- 7, pp. 798-828. A review article with an
immense wealth of references dealing not
only with the published literature but also
with the holdings of technolog1cal
museums, These are particularly impor-
tant in the search into women’s roles in
work-related technologies.

Carol Gilligan, In A Different Voice:
Psychological Theory and Women’s
Development, Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1982. This study is par-
ticularly important in our attempt to
relate women' and technology because it
shows women’s insistence and need to
take context into account when setting
and solving problems.

A Few Selected References from
Conferences and Workshops Dealing
with the Impact of Electronic
Technologies on Women

Science Council of Canada, Who Turns the
Wheel, Proceedings of a Workshop on the
Science Education of Women in Canada,
Ottawa, February 1981.

Heather Menzies, Women and the Ch'l,p '

Case Studies on the Effects of Informatics
on Employment in Canada, Montreal:
Inst. for Research on Public Policy, 1981.

Heather Menzies, Computers On the Job:
Surviving Canadae’s Micro-Computer
Revolution, Toronto: James Lorimer,
1982, ‘

Menzies, -Computer Technology and the
Education of Female Students, An infor-
mation paper, Canadian Teachers’
Federation, 100 Argyle Ave. Ottawa,
1982. The preceding four contributions all
deal with the impact of micro-electronics
on life and work. They stress the need for
a changing education of women so that
women can participate, shape and benefit
from the new information technology.

Saskatchewan Labour, The Future is Now:
Women and the Computer Age, Con-
ference proceedings, Regina, Sask., Nov.
1982. This lively and multifaceted report
‘includes the reactions of the participants.

The following is one example of the many
conferences and workshops that are

going on all around the world:

Barnard College, ‘‘Women and Technology,
Past, Present and Future, A Report”, Of
Our Backs, June 1983, pp. 2-4. .

BERNADETTE HUNT

Several works that I have not yet seen

Judy Smith, Something Old, Something

New, Something Borrowed, Something
Due: Women and - Appropriate
Technology; Missoula MT: Women and
Technology Network, 1981.

“Women and Technology: Deciding What’s

Appropriate”’, Proceedings of a con-
ference held by the Women’s Resource
Center in Missoula MT, 1979. It includes:
“Feminism and Environmentaljsm:
Point-Counterpoint” by Judy Smith;
“Cultural Images of Women and
Technology’’ by Corky Bush; ‘‘History of
Women and Technology’’ by -Sue
Armitage; ‘“Women’s Need for High
Technology”’ by Jan Zimmerman;
“Women and Appropriate Technology”
by Elizabeth Coppinger; and select
bibliography. The book can be ordered
from Women and Technology Project,
3158. 4th E, Missoula MT 59801, USA.

Jan Zimmerman, ed., The Technological

Woman: Interfacing with Tomorrow,
New, York: Praeger, 1983.

Joan Rothschild, ed. Machina ex Dea:

Feminist Perspeclive on Technology,
London, New York: Pergamon, 1983.
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in an Architecture School

he Women and Environments course

offered last spring in the Architecture
Department at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee was revolutionary in that it was
offered for the first time and evolutionary in
the way it developed during the semester. In
a field where only two percent of registered
practitioners are women yet over 50 percent
of users are female, the ideas promoted

-were a confirmation to some, eye-openers

for others.

The course provided a general survey of
the role of women as consumers, critics and
creators of environments. In addition to
being listed by the Arxchitecture Depart-
ment, it was offered jointly as a seminar

~ class for the undergraduate honours pro-

gram as well as a Women’s Studies course,
both programs responding to its inter-
disciplinary nature..

The structure was flexible. A chronology
of topics and readings was submitted but the
time spent on topics varied. Generally the
content was subdivided into three areas:
(1) demographic analysis of gender and
lifestyle changes of the past 100 years;
(2) comparative analysis of women as users
of environmental settings (e.g. the domestic
environment, the workplace, public spaces,
transportation systems); and (3) historical

" and contemporary accounts of women as ar-
chitects, planners and urban critics. Course

materials included: Women in American
Architecture: A Historic and Contemporary
Perspective (edited by Susan Torre); New
Space for Women (edited by Gerda Wekerle,
Rebecca Peterson and David Morley); and
Dolores Hayden’s The Grand Domestic

-Revolution.

_ Aside from the seminar discussions, each
student conducted a project and made a
presentation on a chosen topic. The diver-

. sity of topics illustrate the breadth of the

CATHIE MACDONALD

field as well as the creative ideas of the
students. Although the projects were in-
dividually undertaken, students aided each
other in locating sources, generating and
clarifying ideas. Part of the class time each

week was spent discussing the status of pro-
jects. One woman analyzed the environment
of a local sexual assault treatment centre
and made recommendations for change.
Another student explored the connection
between prejudices against women and
nature and those qualities of wilderness
which women symbolize. She also dealt with
stories of women who rejected stereotypical
images and roles and participated in
wilderness activities.

A fascinating study was conducted on .

women and sacred space. This student’s
sources ranged from theories of sacred
space, phenomenology and feminist an-
thropology to studies of feminist
theologians, contemporary witches, Jungian
approaches of symbols, and performance
art. Another woman presented research and

illustrations of sex-stereotyping of .

children’s bedrooms and private spaces.

Other topics included: implications of the .

electronic cottage phenomenon, an analysis
of spaces-used by women artists; women
and environment issues in Islamic cultures;
use of women and environment issues in
counselling therapy.

As the instructor, I was invigorated by the
ideas generated in class. Discussions were
always lively and extensive. The class never
ended at the scheduled time, usually con-
tinuing until the room was needed for other
purposes. Shared interests, preparation
beyond required readings, realization of
being participants in a new (and novel)
course, and a developed cameraderie led to
a class that was conducted truly as a

- seminar. Over the course of the semester,

the classroom itself developed a sense of
place: an attachment developed so that

leaving the room on the final day was a

significant parting for many.

Not everything went smoothly. Having
students from disciplines other than archi-
tecture (literature, anthropology) was a
strong contribution. However the range of
educational levels among students — from
a freshman to a recently graduate PhD —
often resulted in lopsided discussions,
with graduate students most - actively
participating.

All students were women, Whether male
participation would have  enlivened or
dampened conversation was an issue the

- class debated but never concluded. In future
1 personally would like to see participation

by male students and faculty. During the

first weeks, three male graduate students

from the architecture department talked to
me individually about the class, each saying
he had thought of taking it but was afraid of

being the only man in the class. Apparently,
the interest (or curiosity) is there for some
students, both male and female. However,
in many instances, I felt this course was
being ‘“‘tested” by some students before
they would make a commitment; perhaps a
typical reaction to a new course w1th a
challenging perspective.

The name of the course — Women and
Environments — may have deterred some
students by not adequately conveying the
comparative nature of research and ideasin
this field. I think Dolores Hayden’s phrase,
“architecture of gender”, is a much more
appropriate deseription.

Reactions from students participating in
the class? Here are a few comments:

“The first required class I took in the ar-
chitecture program here was ‘The History
of Architecture’. Not one woman architect
was mentioned! In this class we not only
discuss past and present women architects
but we analyze -the implications of their
design criteria towards a more humanized
architectural environment. This class is very
important to me as a future architect.”

“Coming out of class on a Thursday mofn-
ing, I suddenly realized how this has evolved
from a lecture series to a seminar. Spinning
circles of ideas take place in class now at
such high levels that I'm leaving exhausted.
Discovery, confirmation, anger, elation, and
action: how do these discussions relate to
how we're. going to do? Going into the

hallway as we reluctantly leave the group-

discussion, - conversations splinter. The
common problems of living increasingly
complicated personal lives and coping with
an academic/professional education are
shared in a weaving, wandering way of sur-
vival. We share tactics of evasion, tales of

gruesome confrontation and doubts and _

anger.
The semmar as a sanctuary is now

apparent. L

" Sherry Ahrentzen
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
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Design and the National Endowment
of the Arts have continued the tradi-
tion of architectural competitions which
have had an impact on housing innovations;
they recently sponsored a national competi-
tion called “A New American House” which
attracted 346 entries from 37 states and
three foreign countries. The program con-
firmed the increasing recognition by the
popular and professional press about the
demographic changes away from the
nuclear family and toward the formation of
‘nontraditional households, such as single
parents, adults without children, unrelated
young adults ‘and retired, active adults.
Single parents and older people are
_ disproportionately women. Thus the results
of the competition add to the growing body
of work about women and housing, and
more specifically to the translation of
satisfaction of needs associated with
women, child care in particular, into housing
design. The first place winners were Troy
West and myself.

TheMinneapolié College of Art and

The architectural program called for the
design of a modular housing unit of 1,000
square feet or less. Six units were to be ar-
ranged on a site in the Whittier neighbour-
hood where the Minneapolis College of Art
and Design is located, each unit to contain
space for domestic and professional ac-
tivities. Professional space was not to be
housed in a separate structure. The pro-
gram guidelines specified the household
composition, sample scenarios of living and
working arrangements, and site design
guidelines. -

We chose to site all six units togetherin a
rowhouse effect; with the professional
spaces oh the street and the domestic spaces
connected by ‘a linear kitchen and private
open space. Our scheme was for the fol-

lowing households: two related female

adults, one an illustrator of children’s stories
and the other, an avid gardener and energy
nut; 2 male single parent who was a legal
research consultant, and two small children;
a male single parent who was a commercial
artist and his teenage son; a female single
parent who was a computer scientist, and
her two children, one of whom is a musician,
who need separate rooms. Two units were

FIRST LEVEL

WEST ELEVATION

'©1984 TROY WEST ARCHITECT

PROTOTYPICAL N

 OCCUPIED BY A i

TEENAGE CHILD !
TEENAGERS PRIVA]

- LEVEL 1S THE PARl

ACCOMMODATION
AND CAN BE COM™

- THE STAIR LANDIN(

BAY WINDOW St At
CLEARSTORY WIN(!
THE ADULY COMMLI
“CONFERENCE TADL

14 Women and Environment_s

O




icaN House

INE LEAVITT

ND' UNIY
SINOLE PARENT WITH ONE

THE LOTT AREA IS THE
AYE DOMAIN, THE MIDDLE
NENTE BEPBRATE SLEEPING
. THE PATH HAS TWO ENTRANCES
PAHTMENTED BY A FOLDING DOOR.
NG EXTENDS INTO AN OPTIONAL
M. THC ANGLED GEOMETRY AND
uzl OF THE WORK UNIT ENABLE
KR

AL ARTIST TOVISUALLY SCREEN THE

Bt FROM THE WELL LIT DRAFTING AREA.
]

SECOND LEVEL

_g- :

“flipped”’ to form a daycare centre in the of-
fices with an enlarged front yard and

- private patio space. These two dwelling

units can either remain autonomous or be

. combined to form congregate housing for

two single parents, up to four children, and
one granny flat.

Several aspects of the scheme reflect the
influence of other work Troy West and I
have done. We have been involved in de-
signing a prototypical congregate house for
single parents, with an accessory unit for an
elderly person (see Women and Environ-
ments, April, 1984). During that collabora-
tion we had spent time thinking through the
complicated issues of providing privacy as
well as a sense of community. Research
about single parents and older women had
taught us about the importance of reducing
isolation and increasing opportunities for
adult socializing. Congregate living was
financially appealing because of the
possibilities for saving money on child care.
Being able to work at home seemed sensible
as a way of decreasing transportation costs.

THIRD LEVEL -

PROTOTYPICAL ROW UNIT
OCCUPIED BY A SINGLE PARENT WITH TWO SMALL
CHILOREN WHO USE THE MIDDLE LEVEL FOR SLECPING
AND PLAY. SIMPLE WOODEN GATES AT THE STAIRS
PROTECT THEIR SPACE, THE PARENTS SERABRATE
SLEEPING ACCOMMODATION IS A LOFT AT THE TOP
LEVEL OVERLOOKING PART OF THE CHILDRENS FLOOR,
SHUTTERS AND MOVING PARTITIONS PROVIDE DEGREES
OF PRIVACY AND COMMUNICATION. THE UNIT SERVES AS
A SETTING FOR THE ADULTS PROFESSIONAL WORK AS A
- LEGAL RESEARCH CONSULTANT, - WOOD BURNING STOVES

IN THE WORK AND UIVING AREAS ARE ENERGY SAVING OPTIONS.

= f
=N

While the New American House guidelines
were addressed to users who were profes-
sionals, and not exclusively single parents,
it appeared that some of the same issues
were relevant. It was also clear that each
New American House was to be designed
for a single household. The challenge was to
create a site plan for individual units which,
under other circumstances, could also create
a feeling of community. We think the row
house scheme provides possibilities for this
to occur. '

In our scheme, the entrance to each unit
is through a front yard — either a garden, a
trellis which - creates another room, a
sculpture garden, trees, and in the combined
fifth and sixth units, a playground. With the
street orientation, activities in the work
spaces are accessible to the neighbourhood.
Main access to the residence is through the
alley where carports can either be open,
covered with a trellis, or decked over and
even converted to a room in the future. This
backyard provides space for children and
teenagers to play and for neighbours to get

|’

tH—v
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SOME SITE OPTIONS
AN ILLUSTRATOR OF CHILDREN'S STORES LIVES WITH HER
MAIDEN AUNT WHO IS AN AVID GARDENER AND"ENERGY NUT
THEY CHOSE THE NORTH UNIT SO THEY COULD INSTALL A SOLAR
: """ COLLECTOR ON THE SPINE ROOF AND A CLEARSTORY WINOOW
' - IN THE WORK SPACE .

8 A LEGAL RESEARCH CONSULTANT HAS COVERED THE FRONT OF
— HIS WORK SPACE WITH A GRAPE ARBOR SO HE COULD HAVE
MEETINGS OUTSIDE AND ALLOW HIS TWO SMALL CHRLDREN TO
PLAY UNDISTURBED IN THE PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACE. THE CAR
PORT HAS A TRANSITE ROOF COVERED WITH VINES,

C A COMMERCIAL ARTIST AND HIS TEENAGE SON, BOTH INTERESTED
< IN ART, HAVE COVERED THEIR PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACE AND

8 FRONT AND REAR YARDS WITH MARBLE CHIPS TO DISPLAY
THEIR GROWING SCULPTURE COLLECTION.

A SINGLE PARENT COMPUTER SCIENTIST, WHOSE BUSINESS HAS
EXPANDED, HAS DOUBLED THE WORK AREA AND GLAZED THE
PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACE FOR A WINTERGARDEN. HER TWO

- CHAL.DREN HAVE GROWN TO NEED SEPBRATE BEDROOMS. FIRST
THE CARPORT BECAME A GARAGE AND NOW THE MUSICIAN SON
HAS REMMOVATED IT INTO A THIRD BEDROOM MUSIC CHAMBER.
HERE TWO WORK UNITS ARE COMBINED TO FORM A DAY CARE
CENTER. THE UNITS ARE FLIPPED TO CREATE A LARGE OUT
DOOR PRIVATE SPACE. EACH DWELLING UNIT CAN BE AUTONOMOUE
OR COMBINED AS CONGREGATE HOUSING FOR TWOSINGLE PARENTS
AND UP TO FOUR CHILDREN AND A GRANNY FLAT IN THE LIVING
ROOM OF THE SECOND UNIT, .

together informally. There is an explicit in-
tegration with nature in the scheme, with
plantings on the roof of the kitchen spine

and on an outdoor deck overlooking the-

enclosed patio; plants spill over inside from

- the third level to the second level stair place.

The many familiar elements in the scheme
extend from the front yard to the gable
roofs.

Indeed what isinteresting about the com-
petition in general is that many of the
schemes introduced familiar elements.
‘What is unfamiliar is to conceive of new in-
fill space for the nontraditional household in
1,000 square feet or less, In the 19th een--
tury, in Leeds, a man, his wife, and five
children, two or three of whoni were adoles-
cent, lived in a chamber of 1,000 square feet
or less People of that perlod “shuddered”’
at what might go on as a consequence of life
in such close quarters.. Today, with: the

" household size greatly diminished, new

household formations growing, and the cost
of housing so prohibitive, housmg des1g'n is
being challenged.

The interior of our scheme skillfully ar-

" ranges rooms and circulation in order to

maximize a sense of space. The prototypical
row unit, occupied by the single parént with
two small children, uses the third level loft

-
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for the parent, and the second level for the
children. The loft space overlooks part of the
second floor but retains its own privacy with
shutters and moving partitions. At the same
time the children can either be observed or
heard, and are protected by simple wooden
gates at the stairs. When the parent is in his
work space, he can still listen for the sounds
-of the children. In the prototypical end unit,
a single parent lives with one teenager. In
this case, the second level is the parent’s.
Each unit has split bathroom facilities,
allowing more than one user at the same
time. There is-a. powder room on the first
level. The, kitchen overlooks the enclosed

_A symposium was held at the
Minneapolis College of Art and Design
on October 5, when an exhibition and
catalogue were made available. The ex-
hibition - will -travel and people in-
terested in having the show in their
locality should contact the competition
director, Harvey Sherman, Minneapolis
College of Art and Des1gn, 133 East
25th Street, Minneapolis MN 55404,
(612) 825-5558.

Sites are currently being identified
for the building of the winning scheme.
It is anticipated that construction will

begin in 1985.

patio. Children can be seen from there, or
from the third floor deck in the residential
part of the house. The built-in alcove in the
kitchen is angled, which permits a visual
screen to be set up while conducting
business. .

What are the lessons to be learned from
the competition? First is the importance of
the medium to raise and advance ideas: The
New American House competition, like no
other event, captures the needs of housing
consumers, and in so doing builds on a-body -
of research about women and housing. Com-
petitions need not only be for architects and
designers; it can be imagined that neigh-
bourhood groups as well can begin to pro-

" vide visions through the process. Finally,

competitions can be used as the basis for
symposia, and women’s networks in par-
ticular can help spread the ideas. [

Jacqueline Leavitt is Acting Associate
Professor in the Graduate School of Archi-
tecture and Urban Planning, University of
California, Los Angeles.
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 European Child
o Support Ideas

So you can’t face Taronto to Montreal by
train with your children? What if you
could drop them off in the Kindergarten
Coach, a coach completely remodelled and
equipped to allow up to 20 children, aged
2 to 12 to play-under the supervision of two
qualified kindergarten teachers — all for a
modest $1.50 per child, no reservations
needed! Three infant nursing and changing
stations are also available. Too good to be
true? Well, that’s what Nestlé and 2 major
Swiss department store co-sponsored with
“the SBB (the publicly owned Swiss railway
system). The Kindergarten Coach was in
operation practically daily this summer on
the major cross-country route between

% Geneva and St. Gallen, an approximately

300 km or 4 hour trip. In addition the SBB

. isalso piloting a “quiet” coach to relax, and

- . a “family” coach for parents who wish to
;i travel with their children. -

k= Three of Zurich’s major department

gtores offer a year-round child drop-off ser-

fice. Parents can leave children aged 2 to 10

of- $1.50 for the first two hours and another

+7b for each additional hour. Sturdy toys

vound and a, sizeable well-fenced balcony

5yys for some outdoor activities including

cling. The centre I visited had a capa-

30f 30 children with a child-to-care giver

xof 15:to 1. Interestingly, the centre

10t staffed by an officially qualified

18t but by a woman who simply en-

orking with children. Nor are there

iblicly.set standards or requirements . -

in Zurich foi' such drop-off centres, although
the company does carry a substantial liabil-

"ity insurance. Nonetheless, the place

seemed to be friendly and fun for a kid to
spend a few hours, and certainly of great
help to parents. . -

Several playground facilities fascinated
me .by their simplicity and ideas. Ever

-wondered how many hurt bums and backs

are caused by see-saws slamming into the
ground? Tire sections, convex side up,

buried at the point of impact soften the blow
and enhance the bounce. A few concrete
patio stone slabs covered with contoured
rubber flooring under swings eliminate
those everlasting mudpuddles, which leave
deep holes, unusable swings and/or filthy
children. Many playgrounds featured giant
5 square metre chess games with the figures
stored in wiremesh baskets nearby. Yes, in-
itially the figures had to be fished out of the
nearby creek or even replaced a few times;
but now the equipment seems to be both en-
joyed and respected. ‘‘Spielkisten’ or
toyboxes were another fascinating item in
some playgrounds. Keys for these are kept
by nearby stores. Parents can borrow them
and allow their charges to play with the
dress-up items, balls, ropes, tents, hoses,
etc. contained in the boxes.

In Copenhagen an attractive multi-
coloured pamphlet lists all the playgrounds,
their exact location, facilities, operating
hours and ages of children allowed there.
Facilities range from swimming and wading
pools, go-cart courses, workshops, indoor
activity and resting areas to performance
stages. Age limit is 10 or 14 years.
Operating hours during which qualified staff

- take charge range from 9 am to 8 pm,

changing on different days and seasons.
This means that throughout the year,
children can be dropped off for substantial
parts of the day. At other times the grounds
and some of the facilities are still accessible
but without. official supervision.

‘Many of these observed ideas require

. relatively small financial commitment, yet

contribute often significantly to the quality
of children’s and therefore also parents’
lives. We can hope that some of these ideas
will get imported here — duty free.

Regula Modlich
T g, ¢
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St Clair O°’Connor Commumtv

An Extended Faml

Architect Victor Heinrichs did not want
a name for his innovative housing pro-
ject located at the intersection of St Clair
Avenue and O’Connor Drive in the Metro
Toronto Borough of East York. “I thought
it should just be 2701 St Clair Ave. East, a
part of the overall community in which it is
located.” As soon as people began moving
in, however, they referred to the project as
“8t Clair O’Connor Community”’. The name
has stuck — and for a very good reason, It
is a community in every sense of the word.
Approximately 250 people of all ages now
live there. Seventy percent of the residents,
about 20 men and 160 women, are in their
‘senior years while the remaining 30 percent
is comprised of families and single people.
The project, which was built on the site of a
large automobile dealership, renovated a
large part of the showroom to accommodate
a modern sunny dining room, a small
auditorium; a library, meeting rooms, a
small but well stocked convenience store
and a combination coffee and gift shop (w1th
inexpensive hand-made items from around

the. world). There are &lso craft rooms, a =
swimming pool and sauna, and glass- |

enclosed walkways.

The residential component of the project-
includes 15 townhouse units for families (to -

qualify a family must have at least one child
under 12), 112 apartments (studio, bachelor,
one and two bedroom); eight units designed

for the handicapped, 11 residential care -

units for people who need help with

housekeeping and meal preparation, and 25 -

nursing care beds in private and semi-

private rooms. There is also hostel type
accommodation for 16 students and young
people in volunteer service programs. Rents
are at the low end of average for com-
parable units in the area, and some residents
receive rent subsidy.

The different types of unit are scattered
throughout the project except for the

nursing care and family units; the original
.aim of dispersing those in need of most care,
50 they would not feel isolated, was for--

bidden by Ministry of Health regulations.
Two regular apartments, however, are con-
nected to nursing rooms enabling couples

where only one is in need of regular medical
attention to continue to'live together.

The family townhouse units are built at
ground level and open otit onto a landscaped
courtyard, which includes a children’s
playground, or onto a grassy area leading to
a wooded ravine and miles of traila through
alinear park system. Outdoor space is also
provided for garden plots for any resxdent
who may desire one.

The Community is run by a full-time: pald
staff of 25, including nursing staff, and 100
active volunteers who are almost all
residents, and who work in the shops, on

18 Women and Environments
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committees and programs, tend the plants
and gardens, and help the elderly when help
is needed. Ten volunteers help with nursing
and home care,

Not: only the housing but the activities

foster an intergenerational mix, a caring for -

one another, and self help within the com-
munity. On any afternoon a visitor might
find half a dozen elderly people in
wheelchairs from the nursing units having
tea in the living room of one of the other
residents, and several seniors vying for the
chance to babysit a three-year-old while her
mother works as a volunteer on the admin-
istrative staff.- At the same time a retired
baker may be using the community kitchen
to make muffins for the coffee shop, and a
seven-year-old may be taking his violin
Jesson with a resident ten times his age — an
internationally acclaimed musician passing
on his love of music to the young.

One young mother compared living in the

8t Clair O’Connor Community to having a
very large extended family. Her concern
about her children being spoiled by the at-
tention they received from the older
residents was outweighed by the fact that
they were learning to live with and to accept
people of all ages including the frail elderly
and the disabled.

Every effort is made to provide the oppor-
tunity for interaction with the larger com-
munity. Programs are open to the public,
and local residents can use the pool and
sauna for a small fee, or drop into the coffee
of gift shop. Outsiders can also eat in the
dining room by making arrangements ahead

- of time. Residents are also encouraged to go
out as much as possible, helped by the com-
munity’s situation in an older residential
E area well served by public transit.

£ The idea for the St Clair O’Connor
= Community emerged when two Mennonite
gongregations in Toronto began discussing
¢ need for housing for their older
- nrlshloners, without isolating them in a

seniors’ ghetto. Funding for the project has
come from a variety of sources. Major con-
struction costs were covered by a $9 million
mortgage guaranteed by CMHC (the federal
housing agency) under its Section 56.1 Non-
Profit Housing program; initial funding for
the pool, workshops and other recreational
facilities was raised from the provincial
government'’s seniors’ initiatives program
and by donations from service clubs. In-
stallation of the nursing care beds was
privately funded, while their operating costs
are covered by per diem subsidies from the
Ontario Ministry of Health.

Although designed and built by the
Mennonites, only about a quarter of the
residents are of that faith. The philosophy of
the Mennonite church —i.e. a *“‘caring com-
munity” nonetheless prevails. Although the
building and programs are designed to max-

FRANK GRANT, TOHONT;O TéLEGHAM. PHOTO COLLECTION, YORK UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

imize mteractmn, privacy is also respected.

The Community is less than two years old
and already there is a waiting list of over
200 people for a nursing care bed. If some-
one wanted a family unit they might have to
wait five years or longer.

One wonders why there are not many
more projects like the St Clair O’Connor
Community. The problem seems to be the
rigidity of current government programs,
which come with too many strings attached.
There is an obvious need for more flexibility
and sensitivity to community values and

.desires. It can be done, however, as two

small Mennonite congregations in Toronto
have so successfully proven. Let's hope
many others will learn from this example.

Pq,'m.ela, Hitcheock

Elderly and
;il‘sabled Women

“Small Expectatlons Society’s Betrayal

of Older Women
Leah Cohen
Toronto: McCle]land & Stewart, 1984

A provocative book about injustices and in-
dignities routinely encountered by older
women,; it discusses poor self-image, health
hazards, poor housing and the lack of ade-
quate alternatives, violence and the loss of
freedom due to perceptlon of a dangerous
environment.

IN PRINT—

The Elderly Woman and her Home ‘
Wanda Young and Doris Hasell
Canadian Woman Studies 5(8) 1984:
256-27 -

A note on research which documents the.
housing and environmental needs of the
elderly and disabled in urban and rural areas
of Saskatchewan. While males and couples
were also included in the study, this report

emphasizes the independent female .

populatlon

Also ‘in this issue of CWS, an issue on
Aging, is an article by Rachel Schlesinger on
“Granny Bashing”.

“Winler: 1988




are complex, frequently including
temporary housing as well as coun-
selling and child care assistance. Their dif-
ficulties are often exacerbated by poverty
and lower educational levels with conse-

ERTUSVERENIGING: Wil oo

The needs of lone parent households

facilities designed to address these pro-
blems, the Netherlands provides an example
of a home for single parents which has much

older roots. -
" Hubertusvereniging, or the Hubertus
Association, is a government-sponsored pro-
_ ject in Amsterdam, one of 14 homes in the
‘ ' Netherlands which do comparable work.
] ° o . Founded in 1898 by the Catholic Church,
' fOR S'quE PARENTS Hubertus has been without religious ties

: . since 1972. ’
' In 1978, architect Aldo van Eyck was
i ' ' commissioned to renovate the original 19th
' - : _ century building. In 1976 part of 'ihe old
: . premises was demolished; the newly con-
By IVY FRANCE structed portion was occupied in 1979 and
" - the renovated section in 1980. .

The notion of weaving permeates this
home, from the blending of old and new
architecture to the concept within the
organization of providing an opportunity for
its clients eventually to meld themselves
back into society. At the street or
neighbourhood level, the two structures
send a ‘“‘mixed message'’; they are woven
together by entry stairs which appear in the
new addition, but which lead through the old
building. As well, two sections of the new
portion are blended together by an oc-
tagonal hall and stairway, and a space
overlooking a small inner courtyard. The
use of colour is also extremely important,
particularly of transparent colours which
permit stimulus from the outside environ-
ment, adding to the woven dimension. The
form of the project suggests an énclosure
for the parents and children who live in it
while preparing themselves to re-enter the

community.

R A TransiTion Point

Users and Services

Hubertus provides several kinds of facility:
living accommodation- for 16 mothers,
known as “inside parents’, and their
children; a day and night shelter (essentially
a 24-hour child care service) for those who
do not live on the premises — the “‘outside
parents”’, who comprise the largest group
using the association; living space for babies
who have been placed for adoption; and two
beds for emergency night stay for 6 to
12-year olds. Accommodation is available
-for a total of 89 people.

The parents, whose ages vary, come from
different cultural backgrounds, including
Holland, Portugal and Morocco; many are
from the former Dutch colony of Surinam.
Their reasons for needing help also vary,
ranging from being both pregnant and
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homeless to having irregular work hours or
the need for time to study, as well as having
cultural transition problems.

Admission requirements are low and deci-
sions are based on the nature of the prob-
lem. Three major reasons for refusal of
entry are drug addiction, the need for acute
psychiatric help, and the lack of housing as
the only problem. Contact with Hubertus
can be made directly or by referral from
physicians, social workers or Bureaux for
Single Parents.

Hubertus has no deadlines, so length of
stay varies greatly, although it is usually a
matter of months. Costs are borne by

_ various governmental bodies, including the
Bureau of the Children’s Judge, the Associa-
tion for Child Protection and the Guardian-

ship Association. “Nursing fees” are paid by

the municipal social services department. A
contribution is also requested fromthose
few parents who have an income.
Hubertus provides a wide range of ser-
vices, including social counselling, medical
assistance ‘and financial advice, many of
these being available to both inside and out-
side parents. One of the major features of
2 the organization is a strong counselling ser-
i vice by a staff whose backgrounds include
. social work, psychology and pedagogy. In
ddition to a group counsellor, every parent
assigned a steady counsellor, and all deci-
ns are made jointly. Families and part-
ners of the parents are often included in the
ounselling sessions. A vital factor is the
nilding of a strong base of trust between
ieinothers and/or fathers and the staff. As
outdide parent notes: “At first I worried

about the counselling, I did not know what
to say ... (now) I would not be able to do
without it.” :

Weekly baby or child meetings are at-
tended by the parent, counsellors, child
psychologist and sometimes by the local
social worker and teacher; these meetings
focus entirely on the development of the
child. Financial advice is also available, as
are employment contacts and help with
mail, taxes and health insurance payments.
Through ‘‘aftercare” inside parents may
continue to receive assistance after they
leave, including help in finding suitable
living accommodation.

The Living Environment

The architect attempted to emphasize in-
dividual expression, while considering the
overall needs of the children, whom he
believes are a fundmental component in the
planning of cities. Each of the 16 inside
parents has her own room, some equipped
with cribs for those who do not wish to be
separated from their babies. A two-storey
children’s wing, part of the new structure,
contains five apartments, each with space
for five children: living quarters are on the
lower level, play areas on the upper. A com-
munal living room (with a TV, radio and
play corner), a dining room, a room for
counsellors, administrative and other per-
sonnel add to the total living space..

The children’s wing
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There is a lot of interaction between the
staff, inside and outside parents and the
children. The household staff includes the
cook, cleaning crew, linen person, ‘‘fixer
uppers’’, a housemaster and porters, many
of whom have daily contact with the in-
habitants and take a great deal of pleasure
in the children. The kitchen plays an integral
role in the interaction. Stairs lead from the
playrooms to a corridor into the kitchen and
snackbar, and parents and children wander
in and out, special diet requests are
-honoured and a list of birthdays is evident.
A nightwatch staff completes the comple-
ment of employeés, overseeing the children
and available to comfort sore throats and
bad dreams.
" The daily activities of the parents vary.
After caring for the children, and discus-

‘sions with counsellors, they are free to

spend - their -time as they wish. The only
other responsibility of inside parents is to
keep their own rooms clean and the com-
munal living room tidy. There is neither
supervision nor prescribed activity. This is
largely due to one of the underlying prin-
ciples of the home, that each person must
accept responsibility for her own behaviour,

a characteristic considered. essential in-

preparing to function within the community.
Outside parents come and go on a steady

basis. They may be picking up or dropping
off their children, or simply tucking them
in for the night, depending on their situ-
ations. Often non-working mothers come
in during the day to care for their child(ren),

enjoy a coffee with other parents and-

counsellors, and even eat meals with the
residents, for a fee. ‘

The children’s activities vary by age
group, with an overall emphasis on creating
a safe and secure environment. At the same
time, there is a respect for the way in which
the parents wish their children to be raised;
as one said, “I most emphatieally do not
want my child spoiled, and the leadership
respects that”. The development of the
babies is followed very closely by their
assigned counsellors who, in turn, have close
contact with the parents.

The 1% to 6-year-olds are divided into five
groups of ascending age, in an attempt to

. approximate as much of a home environ-

ment as possible. There is one staff leader
for every two or three children so that close
attention can be paid to them. The children
are accompanied to kindergarten, have both
inside and outside play areas within the pro-
ject, and are often taken on outings,
Although there are few resident children
over 6 years of age, there is day care space

for eight 6 to 12-year-olds. To accommodate

“working parents, the play area is o}.xm from
0

7 am to 7 pm with, again, n loader for every
two or three children.

Management and Decision Making
Hubertus is an association whose membors
are a combination of clients, co-workers and
some “‘outsiders’’ who are involved because
of their interest or profeasionnl specialty.
‘An Executive is chosen from the members
and is responsible for personnel and finan-

cial, as well as internal, managemont. A
General Co-ordinator, appointe 5the Ex-
ecutive, has responsiblilty for the daily

operation of the home and also implements
the Executive's decisions rogarding per-
sonnel and finances, An annual meeting pro-
vides the opportunity for accountability of
the Executive, '

However, the highest declsion-making
body inside the home I8 the Goneral
Management Moeting, which is held once a
month. All co-workers and clients may at-
tend and everyone haa a vole. A Bluering
Group of co-workers from different areas is
in charge of the dally management of the
home and provides information to the
General Management Meeting. Thus, the
association belleves that a great den) of the
responsibility for operating the home is
vested in the hands of those who are doing
the work within it.

Hubertus has been deslgned Lo integrate
not only old and new siructures, but also
lone-parent families and the environmeont in
which they may bogin the process of transi-
tion back into the community, Essentially
offering temporary lodging to single-parent
mothers, 24-hour child care facllites and ac-
commodation for bables awalting udoption,
it provides a varioty of services, from social
to financial to household, While the em-
phasis is on counselling, the provision of a
safe and secure anvironment for the child-
ren is also paramount. In addition, each
parent is encouraged to aceapt responsibil-
ity for her own nctlons while u resident
within the projeet, to enable 8 smoother
transition into the lurger community, As far
as its management s concerned, it seoems
that all membors of ataff and all purents
have the opportunity to play an active role
in decisions regarding al ieast the day-to-
day operation of the home, {2

This articlo has been complled from material sent
to us by tho Hubertis A ton; and from
“Wenving Chnos Into Order’’; i désaription of the
renovation by Busan Doubllstand Aldo van Eyck
in Progreasive Arahileetsrs,- March 1982,

We are grateful to e Huberius Assosintlon for
their nsalstance- and permisslon’ . uso their

 Pagkover of York Uni-
d the Information.

phowgmqlm: nd to Bety,
vereity who kindly tra

Ivy Pranoq 4
Board of Women and
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Her Space, Her Place: A Geography
of Women :

Mary Ellen Mazey and David Lee
Washington, DC: Association of American
Geographers, 1983, 83 pp. $5

Reviewed by DAMARIS ROSE

It is indicative of feminism’s inroads into an
academic discipline that has long tended to
“exclude half the human in human
geography’’,! that the Association of
American Geographers has issued a
resource publication on the “geography of
women’’. This little book aims *“to sum-
marise recent geographical scholarship on
women”, so that “geographers discover
women”’ (p.v); and at the same time, to in-
form a broader audience of the significance
of space and place in influencing women’s
situations. Women, then, should ‘“‘discover
geography”’ (p.vi).

Mazey and Lee have provided a well-

organised review of a body of literature
which has grown from almost nothing into
a well-established and still growing special
interest field in the past 15 years. The book
is organised around four themes typical of
the dominant tradition of spatial analysis in
"human geography. First, the authors con-
sider spatial patterns at international,
national and local scales, of key issues of
.concern to women, such as the legal status
of abortion around the world, regional
disparities in female socio-economic status
within the United States and the implicitly
patriarchal ideology behind local urban
policies such as zoning ordinances.

The second chapter examines transporta-
tion- and migration as these pertain to
women, including consideration of the
limited daily activity spaces of married
women in suburbia, and the forced migra-
tion of battered women. Chapter 3 focuses
on gender differences in environmental
perception, their relationship to violence

. against women in certain locales, and the
L .impact of conventional gender roles on
H women’s attitudes towards “indoor’” and
“outdoor’’ space. Chapter 4 reviews
literature in cultural geography, exploring
the effect of variations in gender roles on
traditions of domestic architecture in dif-
ferent parts of the world. In conclusion, the
- authors  call for more research on ‘‘the
multitudes of spatial patterns in the world
of women” and their importance to
geographical study (p. 74). .

On the whole, Mazey and Lee’s review is
concise and competent, despite some irrit-
k- ating typos and an error on the abortion

map (it is not available on demand in Great
¢ Britain). However, in their goal of por-
aying the potential contribution of
geographical perspectives to feminist
alysis as a whole, the authors are less suc-
 cessful. They have indeed provided “an atlas
. of women's space and place” (p. 72), and em-

E pirical work in this vein has certainly been -

REVIEWS—

i

BARBARA SANFORD

" valuable in highlighting the importance of

gender differences where these were
previously not recognised. For instance,
studying the geography of women
demonstrates the absurdity of the typical
journey-to-work study which only examines
the transportation usage of male household
heads. :

Yet, there are points in the book where
spatial patterns seem to be presented as
though they are independent of social rela-
tionships structuring the lives of women and
men, where the importance of space is
asserted rather than documented, where a
feminist who is not a geographer could be
forgiven for concluding that the
geographer’s viewpoint is eclectic and
superficial. These are weaknesses of the
spatial analysis paradigm in general: there
is a limit to what can usefully be learned by
isolating the category ‘‘women’” and
endlessly studying the spatial aspects of
their differentiation from men, and of their
oppression. Feminists in the environmental
disciplines must now take their analyses
further and deeper.?

Since the late 1970s there has been a rapid
increase in studies by geographers which
integrate neo-marxist urban and regional
analysis with socialist-feminism, to examine
the structures of social relations that con-
tribute to the spatial aspects of women’s
subordination, and the impacts of gender
role change on the built environment. While
this work is indebted to the “geography of
women”, it goes beyond the latter’s deserip-

- tive and ahistorical orientation. It focuses on -

the shifting relationships of production and
reproduction, work and home, and their ex-
pression in spatial forms which may affect
women in particular ways — forms ranging
from the late-Victorian commuter suburb to
the. 1980s location in a deindustrialized
region of an electronics.assembly plant
which employs female labour.

At the same time, this perspective ex-

“ amines how previously existing patterns of

gender role differentiation in a particular
city or region may have influenced the crea-
tion of these phenomena. Given its potential
to enhance our understanding. of issues
raised by studies of the geography of
women, given that it raises new questions
about the impact of gender on traditional

geographical concerns (such as industrial
location), it is surprising that Mazey and Lee
fail to acknowledge the existence of this im-
portant theoretical current and the em-
pirical studies it is now spawning.?

It seems crucial to develop geography that
is feminist in its theory, rather than simply
— or necessarily — being concerned with
women as a ‘‘special interest field”. We
need to ‘be ablé to show environmental
policy-makers that women’s needs are not
just the needs of yet another special client
group, competing for limited resources. We
should be able to demonstrate that a built
environment which facilitates a diversity of
household structures and gender roles is not
only a more humane but also a more social-
ly productive environment.

Feminist geographers must also encour-
age the feminist movement as a whole to
develop a spatial imagination: a non-sexist
society cannot be built on the head of a pin.
Unfortunately, Mazey and Lee’s book is not
very effective in promoting these aims,
despite the authors’ laudable intentions. In
teaching feminist environmental studies,
their book would be useful in making
students aware that space and place are dif- -
ferentiated by gender, and as an introduc-
tion to the literature on women and
geography. However, those wishing to
know more about where feminist geography
is going will not find out much from this
book: they could learn more from leafing
through journals such as Society and Space,
or indeed from perusing the research
reports in Women and Environments.

1. Janice Monk and Susan Hanson, “On not ex-
cluding half the human in human geography”,
Professional Geographer 34(1) 1982.

9. Suzanne Mackenzie and Damaris Rose, “On
the necessity for feminist scholarship in
geography”’, Professional Geographer 34(2) 1982. -
8. For areview of some of this work, see Linda
McDowell, “Towards an understanding of the
gender division of urban space”, Environment
and, Planning D: Society and Space 1(1) 1983.

Damaris Rose 15 a research associate al
INRS-urbanisation, Université du Québec,
Montreal. ’
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Planning and the Built Environment

Makmg Space: Women and the Man-
Made Envivonment -

Matrix

London: Pluto Press, 1984

How can women .challenge assumptions

about their use of the man-made environ-
ment, and set about re-shaping it? Making
Space derives from a 1979 conference of the
same name, and has been compiled by a
group of feminist architects and researchers
who came together there.

In “Homes Fit for Heroines” Barbara
Macfarlane describes the work of the UK
Housing Subcommittee of the 1920s, which
attempted to reshape housing design to suit
working women’s needs. Sue Frances, in
“Housing the Family?’ analyzes post
WW-II design guides.

Jos Boys examines modern town
planning, with its car-centred mobility, for
instance, which clearly. does not consider
women’s needs. Jane Darke, in “Women
Architects and Feminism”’, points out that
as ‘‘professionals”, women are just as likely
as men to perpetuate the patriarchal values
within their profession, as well as in the
buildings they design. Making Space also
describes some of the projects undertaken
by Matrix, such as the Stockwell Health
Centre and Lambeth Women’s Workshop.

Neighborhood Women Putting It
Together

Published by HUD and available from
National Congress of Neighborhood
Women, 249 Manhattan Ave, Brooklyn
NY 11211, USA. $3

- The report presents the results of a survey

" of community organizations undertaken to

find the special needs of women, their con-
tribution to the organizations and the
obstacles to their full participation in com-
munity affairs. Here are some of the
findings:

e while women were active in the founding
of all organizations surveyed, with the

- entry of federal funding staff becomes
predominantly male, particularly in hous-
ing, and female leadership declines;

¢ human services are more consistently em-
phasized in non-funded than in federally
funded organizations;

e priorities of neighbourhood organizations
are different than what women list as
their own needs; special training: on
women'’s needs is seldom offered to staff
members.

CAROLINE PANG

Factors Influencing the Residential
Location of Female Householders
Christine C. Cook and Nancy M. Rudd
In Urban Affairs Quarterly 20(1) 1984:
78-96

The study develops a path model to examine
a number. of spatial and socioeconomic
variables. The results suggest that female
householders live close to the central city
core, in urban and densely populated tracts,
in pre-1950 buildings, and in low-rent units.

Women in Housing: Access and
Influence
Marion Brion and Anthea Tinker

- London: The Housing Centre Trust, 1980,

150 pp.
This short book is divided into three roughly

“equal parts. The first contains a review of

the housing situation of women in Britain,
emphasizing differences according to family
situation, identifying particularly disadvan-
taged groups, and suggesting ways that the
situation may be improved. The second is an
historical account of the changing role of
women in the housing services, including
voluntary groups and professional organisa-
tions. The third looks at the role played by
women in the determination of housing

_policy, at both the local and national levels.

N~

Planning for Women to Shop in
Postwar Britain

S.R. Bowlby

In Environment & Planning n: Sumﬂty &

Space 2(2) 1984: 178-191)

The paper examines ways in which vhangea
in women’s domestic and waged Inbour, and
ideologies of domestic roles, have been,
related to retail planning. It naneason recent
trends “in retalﬂng in Ught of women’s
shopping behaviour and attitudes, nnd con-
cludes with an exploration of the Implica-
tions of a feminist appronch to retail
planning and research.

Journals

Women’s Journals in Canadni We Are
Everywherc!

Among the many publlcutlung which come
to our editorial honrd Luble for review are a
number of graphically nnd journuliahullly
well-presented ''Local women's journals’,
or some which have sturted locally and
become national or Int«rnuuonul in
circulation,

Among them, Herizons, 1 monthy news
magazine published in Whmip«f but now ex-
panding its circulation across the continent,
is an irresistably formatied seleetion of local
and global news itams and articles Purunent
to women's lives = a high ealibre “Toronto
Life” or “New Yorker'" for wamen!
(200-478 River Ave, Winnip@g. Man, RBL
0C8).

Common Ground: A Journa! for lslnnd
Women, published by Woman's Nelwork,
Inc..of Prince Edward 1sland; waichos the
political scene from o “wem@n B eye view'';
articles on dayenra, aging and food produc
tion set out for Ialand women (and all of us)

the issuos affecting thelr da llvas (180
Richmond 8t, Char GLLQLDWB,

Communiqgu’elles, » bilingy ,fhirmonthly
journal from Monireal, {igel

ebrating its

10th anniversary = 10 yei ieh it has
grown' from n mimeograp! gol lo a
12,000-circulation magy ¢

from the Poliuenl to.th

the Pope's visit tn )ife
Urbain, Montreal, Quab

The Optimist ol
mark in 1084, Th
Yukon women'" spen
outslde the Terrlls
reviews, politienl o
gruphlos 102 Btesle
Yukon, Y1A &
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Resources

Feminist Periodicals: A Current Listing
helps to keep up with women’s scholarship,
feminist theory and feminine culture. It
reproduces tables of contents from current
issues of major (and minor!) feminist
periodicals.

Feminist Periodicals is published by
Susan E. Searing, Women’s Studies
Librarian at Large, University of Wiscon-
sin, 112A Memorial Library, 728 State St,

Madison WI 53706, USA. The individual.

subscription.rate of $12 a year also covers
Feminzst Collections (an eclectic survey of
the periodical press), New Books on Women
and Feminism, and occational
bibliographies and directories.

1984 Index/Directory of Women’s Media
is now available from WIFP (Women's In-
stitute for Freedom of the Press), 3306 Ross
Place, NW, Washington DC 20008, USA.

Women’s Resources in Canada: Listing of
Women’s Groups 1984 and Women’s
Resource Catalogue, which draws together
a listing of print and AV materials by, for
and about women. Both available, free, from
the Women’s Programme, Dept of the
Secretary of State, Ottawa, Ontario K1A
OM5., ‘

Women’s Studies Quarterly 12(1) 1984
contains a 16-page directory section on the
National Council for Research on Women, a
consortium of approximately 40 centres in
the US which provide institutional resources
for feminist research, policy analysis and
educational programs. Directory reprints
are available for $2.50 from The Feminist
Press, SUNY/College, Old Westbury NY
11568, USA.

Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies
k Published sinee 1975, Frontiers’ goal is to
[bridge the gap between university and com-
nunity women, to find a balance between
lemic and popular views on issues com-
n to women. Frontiers ranges widely:
Wolume 7(2) 1983 features several articles
0h ‘‘Feminism and the Non-Western
rld’”’; 7(1) 1983 was a special issue on
nen’s oral history. Volume 7(8) 1984 is a

1% rontiers is .available from Womén
udies Program, University of Colorado,
Bulder CO 80309, USA. Rates are $12 a

mstitutions.

1
\
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Women and Work

Domestic Work, Paid Work and
Network

Barry Wellman

Research paper 149, Centre for Urban
and Community Studies, 455 Spadina
Avenue, Toronto M5S 2G8, 64 pp. $3.50

The paper analyzes personal community
networks according to involvement in paid
and domestic labour. The principal types
compared are Producers (‘‘working men”’),
Reproducers (‘“housewives”) and Double
Loaders (“working women’”), with addi-
tional comparisons made to Singles and the
Retired.

Gender at Work: Perspectives on
Occupational Segregation and Com-
parable Worth . - : :
Collection of papers available from
‘Women'’s Research and Education Insitute,
204 Fourth St SE, Washington DC 20003,
USA. '

Gender, Class and Work =

Edited by Eva Gamarnikow, David
Morgan, June Purvis and Daphne
Taylorson o

London: Heinemann, 1983

A .companion volume to “The Public and

Private”, from the same editors, Both books

were generated by the 1982 Conference of
the British Sociological Association on
“Gender and Society”, and present the
public/private dichotomy on both the spatial

*..and the ideological levels.

iN pRINT—

Women in
Geography

Thirty-five geographers from thirteen coun-
tries interested in research on women
and/or gender attended an informal session
at the International Geographical Union
Congress in Paris in August, 1984, Urban
research on housing, transportation,
employment and child care was the primary
area of interest reported, with a significant
number of people also working on women
and development topics.

The group decided to prepare a brief, bi-
annual newsletter reporting research, con-
ferences and publications from various
world regions and to attempt to organize
sessions for the 1986 IGU meeting in
Barcelona and the 1988 Congress in -
Australia. People interested in further infor-
mation should contact Janice Monk, Fx-
ecutive Director, SIROW, Modern
Languages 265, University of Arizona, Tuc-

~ son, AZ 85721.

Geography and Gender: An Intro-
duction to Feminist Geography
Women in Geography Group of the
Institute of British Geographers
Available from Hutchinson Education,
17-21 Conway St, London W1P 6JD,
England. 160 pp. £4.50

Intended as an undergraduate text, the
book examines the role of women and the ef-
fect upon women of: urban spatial structure;
the re-organization and relocation of in-
dustry and employment in post-war Britain;
the provision of and access to health care;
and the social and productive organization
of Third World countries.

WORK
IN PROGRESS

" Sherry Ahrentzen is researching the
sociohistorical development of
birthing environments. Curréntly she
is collecting photographs, renderings,
and descriptions of various birth
centres (those connected to a hospital
and also independent centres) as well
as accounts of the home (e.g. ac-
tivities, physical changes, attachment
process) during home births.

If you are familiar with such
sources, please contact her at the
Department of Architecture, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, P.O.
Box 413, Milwaukee, WI USA 53201
(414) 963-4014.
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Third World Women |

A wide variety of books on third world
women has recently been published. Several
will be reviewed in future issues of W&E;
meanwhile here are some references:

One Way Ticket: Migration and Female
Labour

Annie Phizacklea, ed.

London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1983

Domestication of Women: Discrimina-
tion in Developing Societies

Barbara Rogers

London: Kogan Page Litd, 1980

Women and Development
Lourdes Benaria, ed.
New York: Praeger, 1982

For We Are Sold, I and My People:
Women and Industry in Mexico’s
Frontier

Maria Fernandez-Kelly

Albany: State University of New York _
Press, 1983

" Women in the Cities of Asia: Migration

and Urban Adaptation

James T. Fawcett, Siew- Ean Khou, Peter
C. Smith, eds.

Boulder, Colo: Westview Press, 1984.

Women’s Studies International: a series of
four supplements to Women’s Studies
Quarterly. No. 3, April 1983, has India as its
primary focus; it also includes two special
resources: an annotated blbhography on
women and development in Africa, and a
directory of South Asian women’s research
centres and organizations.

The State of India’s Environment, 1984: A

- Citizen’s Report follows and develops
further the work of the 1982 report of the
same title, which documents in detail how

India’s environment is changing and how
this affects the daily lives of its people and
their development. Both reports address the
situation of women in the environment.

Available from the Centre for Science and
Environment, 807 Vishal Bhawan, 95 Nehru
Place, New Delhi 110019, India. $22 (sur-
face mall) for the 1982 report; $32 for the
1984 report.

Isis International Women’s Journal
No. 1, March 1984

Each issue of the Journal is produced jointly
by Isis International and a Third World
women's group: No. 1 is the fruit of the
combined efforts of Isis and the Co-
ordinating Collective of the Second Latin
American and Caribbean Feminist Meeting
in Lima, Peru.’ Bringing together the
reports, conclusions and resources from the
event, it gives an overview of the issues that
the growing women’s movement in Latin
America is dealing with.

Women in Action, the supplement to the
Journal, appears twice a year and brings

- news of the women’s movement around the

world.

Subseriptions to both publications (two
each a year) are $15 (US) for individuals, $25
for institutions; add $5 for airmail. Available
from: Isis International, Via Santa Maria
dell’ Anima, 30, 00186 Rome, Italy.

The 1984 CUSO Journal (pubhshed once a
year) is devoted to “Women in Develop-

" ment”. Examples of its excellent articles are

“Rethinking W omen and Development: the
case for Feminism”, by Anita Anand; Gloria
Scott on “Women and Human Settlement’’;
and Berit As on “Men’s and Women’s At-
titudes towards War"'.

The CUSO Journal is available, free, from
Canadian University Services Overseas, 151
Slater St, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H5.

WIN: the Women’s International
Network publishes WIN News, an open par-
ticipatory quarterly by, for and about
women. WIN News has on-going columns on
‘Women and Health, Women and Develop-
ment, Women and Media/Environment/
Violence/Human Rights/UN and more. In-
dividual subscription is $20. Contact: Fran
P. Hosken, Editor, WIN News, 187 Grant
St, Lexington MA 02173, USA.

Choices: The Role of Science and
Technology for Development, a. film pro-
duced by the International Development
Research Centre (IDRC). Choices ... in-
vestigates the relationship between
research and third world development,
especially in agriculture, health, education
and birth control. Contact: Audiovisual
Assistant, Communications Division, IDRC,

PO Box 8500, Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3H9. -

Women in

the World:

An International
Atlas

In October 1984 two geographers, Ann
Olson and Joni Seager, started research for
the first-ever international atlas of women;
its purpose is to map the ¢onditions’ of
women'’s lives globally. Although there are
huge gaps in international data on women,
there is a large and rapidly growing data
bank on women's lives. Much of this infor-
mation is buried in technical reports or
institutional documents that most people
never see. Even under the best of circum-
stances, it is often difficult to get any sense
of the “big picture” from lists of slatistics.
But these statistics can be mapped, made
graphic and accessible.

The atlas is designed to show the full
dimensions of women’s lives — in and out-
side of the home, ‘the political, social,
economiie, physical and demographie status
of women worldwide. It will consist of ap-
proximately 44 maps, on topics that include:
women in the waged and unwaged labour
force; married women; women as mothers;
reproductive rights and responsibilities;
rape; pornography (the international
business of porn); women's political power
and legal status.

As in any research project on women, the
biggest obstacle is the uneven quality of
data. Some information exists on virtually
every topic, but there are huge variations in
the geographical array of data, and in its
quality. The patterns of statistical aware-
ness about women are themselves part of a
complex political process — and can also be
mapped. The final map in the atlas will try
to show the state-of-the-art of international
women's statistics; called ““Mapping the
Patriarchy”, it will provide an overview of
where women “exist” statistically, and
where they do not.

The atlas will be published in 1986 by
Pluto Press (London). Olson and Seager are
undertaking the research as Visiting
Scholars at the Institute for Policy Studies
in ‘Washington, DC; the project is also
receiving partial funding from the
Rockefeller Foundation, The authors have
assembled an advisory board to provide on-
going counsel and criticism, and welcome
any further advice, wisdom, data or
encouragement,

Joni Seager can be reached at 325A
‘Washington St, Wellesley Hills MA 02181,
and Ann Olson al, 624 N, Nelson St, Ar-
lington VA 22203, USA,
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Working Women
and the
Shape of Cities

Some glimmerings of hope that women — as
planners, activists and consumers — are
beginning to have an impact on the urban
environment, can be found in two recent
articles in the conventional press.!
In the first, the President of the New
York Chapter of the American Institute of
" Architects, Theodore Liebman, reflects on
the influence that working women have had
on the redevelopment of American inner
cities. We are all familiar with the problems
of the suburban dream, predicated on what
used to be thought best for the family; it is
now being" recognized that two-thirds of
women with ¢hildren between six and 17 are
working outside the home and therefore
place different demands on their
environment; )
The women:to whom both Liebman and
Fader refer agé professional, middle class,
iented. Since they work
? owntown, they prefer
inner-city or cloge-in neighbourhoods, with
services geared to their needs: “To deal with
being wife, mothier and a professional, it’s
much easier for me to have a convenient
condominium — close to recreation, shop-
ping and work, with 2 health club, a nursery,
a deli and other ¢onveniences close by.”
Liebman claims that theése needs will fuel
the return to the city and the revitalization
of its neighbourhoods, - which will be
redeveloped in a way more sympathetic to
the needs of working women. .
Shirley Sloan Fader poses.the question
which puzzles many female housing con-
sumers: ‘“‘Considérinig what immense for-

tunes could be m responding to the
need, it’s difficult tounderstand why the
real estate industry ues to ignore the

two-career family m:
the perfect, albeit as ye
environment. On-site da _
daycare and registered niirses available;
trips to and from school in eg¢orted groups;
shops and services, playgroungdgon

or in some controlled-access

personnel; the goal is to ensur
freedom of ‘movement and . &
children. :
Fader argues that such amenitie
provided and financed by the devel
management in the same way that the ¢o
of pools, saunas, tennis and golf a
puted into the pre-unit purchase
monthly maintenance costs.” -~
Clearly, both these articles afe:
about upper-income housing, and Fa

appears to see the city as a dangerous, as
well as inconvenient, place for children.
However, at least some pressure is be-
coming evident to challenge the market to
respond and to compete for the working
woman’s housing dollar. It is also encour-
aging to see the redevelopment of the inner
city credited to the needs of women. Can we
hope that, if we keep up the pressure, both
the market place and government policy-
makers will finally lay the family of the
suburban dream to rest?

Amnella Parker Martin

1. Neil R. Pierce, “Working Women May
Revitalize Urban Housing, Architect Claims”, The
Washington Post, July 30, 1983.

Shirley Sloan Fader, “Opinion; Two-Career Fami
ly Housing”, Working Woman, May 1984.

JOBS!

Two tenure-stream positions may
be open for application shortly in
the Faculty of Environmental
Studies, York University, at the
Assistant or Associate Professor
level in urban and regional
planning and in social and
organizational change. For informa-
tion, contact Rebecca Peterson or
Gerda Wekerle, Facuity of En-
vironmental Studies, York Univer-
sity, Downsview, Ontario M3J 2R2
(416) 667-3013 or 3012.

e o e ey o mn w a ar e
e e s =]

AUV UM R H W N

|||AJ|

HHHHHHHHRHA R

HHRHKRHHHHHHH TG

it

b > =

o X i & \‘,‘..\.\' .'.':':

N e \\. N A A N\ ) :::

\ 0 . \\ .~_ ) :::,

P\ A1

wh =

e B
N =
4 &
b &=

Mo’ 3

% =

N ? =3

N ¥ =

ALY =

N == % l‘:

. =

= [ =
= -
!: Iy :

—— e — e — ]

ROSE ZGODZINSKI




a7
B3
SiE
E]




